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SUBJECT: PROGRESS OF 1977 HARVEST 

REF: BERLIN 6698 

1 . SUMMARY: AUGUST 1 1 NEUES DEUTSCHLAND (ND) DEVOTED 
ENTIRE FRONT PAGE TO DISCUSSION OF RAIN-THREATENED 1977 
HARVEST. REPORTING CONTINUES TO AVOID NEGATIVISM; 

URGENCY ATTACHED BY PRESS TO THE HARVEST AND HARVESTING 
METHODS BEING ADVOCATED, HOWEVER, LEAVE LITTLE DOUBT THAT 
RAINS HAVE SIGNIFICANTLY DAMAGED WHAT ONCE MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
A BOUNTIFUL HARVEST. END SUMMARY. 

2. LEAD ARTICLE IN AUGUST 1 1 ND CONCERNED THE VISIT OF 
POLITBURO MEMBER GERHARD GRUNEBERG TO FIELDS TO DISCUSS 
HARVEST WITH MEMBERS OF PRODUCTION UNIT. ARTICLE PRO- 
VIDED FORMAT FOR OUTLINING OFFICIAL POLICY ON HARVEST. 

LOCAL PARTY LEADERSHIP HAS BEEN PUT ON NOTICE THAT THE 
COMPLETION OF THE HARVEST AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE WITH 
MINIMAL LOSS IS NOW THE MOST IMPORTANT TASK BEFORE THEM. 

MOREOVER. PRODUCTION UNITS ARE NOW BEING REQUIRED TO WORK 
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IN TWO SHIFTS TO COMPLETE GRAIN HARVESTS. IN SIGNIFICANT 
SHIFT IN LANGUAGE, ND SPEAKS OF LOWERING LOSSES, RATHER 
THAN RAISING PRODUCTION OF GRAIN. 

3. AS OF AUGUST 1 1 ONLY 849,059 HECTARES, OR 34.4 PER- 
CENT OF TOTAL AREA SOWN IS REPORTED HARVESTED, 

COMPARED WITH 72 PERCENT OF TOTAL AREA AT THIS TIME LAST 
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YEAR AND 65 PERCENT IN 1975. TWO THIRDS OF 130,000 
HECTARES PLANTED WITH OILSEEDS HAS BEEN HARVESTED, WHILE 
AT THIS TIME LAST YEAR OVER 90 PERCENT HAD BEEN HARVESTED. 
STRAW HAS BEEN GATHERED FROM 
574,903 HECTARES. 

4. EMBASSY COMMENT: PRESS HAS AVOIDED REPORTING 
CONDITION OF BREADGRAINS AND EARLY POTATOES DURING 
ENTIRE HARVEST, WHICH IS NOW ABOUT THREE WEEKS BEHIND 
SCHEDULE. WHEAT HAS APPARENTLY BEEN MOST SEVERELY 
DAMAGED GRAIN, THOUGH QUANTITATIVE INFORMATION IS 
UNAVAILABLE. MANY OF THE UNHARVESTED FIELDS NOW SHOW 
EXTENSIVE LODGING OF GRAIN. BEFORE ADVENT OF RAINS, 

WHICH CONTINUE, IT APPEARED THAT VEGETABLE AND ROOT 
CROPS WOULD BE SMALLER THAN DESIRED. GRAIN, HOWEVER, 
APPEARED TO BE IN PARTICULARLY GOOD 
CONDITION AND HOPES HAD BEEN HIGH FOR GOOD HARVEST. 

THE ND ARTICLE SIGNALS THAT THE TASK OF BRINGING IN THE 
HARVEST NOW TAKES PRIORITY OVER ALL OTHER CIVILIAN 
PROJECTS IN THE GDR. END COMMENT. POLANSKY 
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